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America reaches all our citizens. The Amer-
ican Dream Downpayment Act of 2003 is
helping thousands of low to moderate in-
come and minority families with downpay-
ment and closing costs, which represent the
greatest barrier to homeownership. Since
2002, when I announced our goal to help
5.5 million minorities become homeowners
by the end of this decade, the rate of minority
homeownership has climbed above 50 per-
cent, and more than 2.5 million minority
families have become new homeowners. My
Administration will continue to provide
counseling and assistance for new home-
buyers and expand homeownership opportu-
nities for all Americans.

During National Homeownership Month
and throughout the year, we applaud the
men and women who work to achieve the
dream of homeownership, and we are grate-
ful for those who provide counseling, lend-
ing, real estate, construction, and other serv-
ices to these individuals. The hard work, fi-
nancial discipline, and personal responsibility
of our country’s homeowners help transform
neighborhoods throughout our Nation and
reflect the best qualities of America.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim June 2006 as
National Homeownership Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to join me
in building a more hopeful society and recog-
nizing the importance of expanding the own-
ership of homes across our great Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of May, in
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 26, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 30.
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Remarks at the Change of Command
Ceremony for the Commandant of
the United States Coast Guard

May 25, 2006

Thank you all. Thank you for the warm
welcome. I'm delighted to be here with you
at Fort McNair. I'm pleased to join you in
celebrating an historic moment for the
United States Coast Guard. This morning we
mark a change of command at the helm of
America’s oldest continuous maritime serv-
ice.

Our Nation thanks a fine patriot, Admiral
Tom Collins, for his leadership these past 4
years. And we thank his wife, Nancy, and
their family for joining us today. We also con-
gratulate Admiral Thad Allen, as he begins
his duties as the 23d Commandant of the
United States Coast Guard. And we appre-
ciate the love and support of his wife, Pam,
and their fine family as well.

I want to thank Michael Chertoff for his
distinguished service to our country. I appre-
ciate the other members of my Cabinet who
have joined to celebrate Thad Allen begin-
ning his duties as the Commandant: Sec-
retary Elaine Chao and Secretary Norm Mi-
neta and Secretary Sam Bodman and Acting
Secretary Lynn Scarlett.

I'm honored to be on stage with General
Pete Pace, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, and
I welcome his wife, Lynne, as well. I want
to thank the Members of Congress who have
joined us today. I appreciate Master Chief
Frank Welch, who is the Master Chief Petty
Officer of the United States Coast Guard.
I want to thank Captain Wilbur Douglass for
his fine invocation. I appreciate the members
of the diplomatic corps who are here. Thank
you all for coming.

The history of the Coast Guard dates back
more than two centuries to the Revenue Cut-
ter Service, established by Alexander Ham-
ilton during the presidency of George Wash-
ington. Or as I call him, the first George W.
[Laughter]

Through the generations, the men and
women of the Coast Guard have stepped for-
ward to defend our Nation, to protect our
waterways and ports, to enforce maritime
law, to safeguard commerce and natural re-
sources, and to rescue those in peril on the
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seas. Now the Coast Guard is carrying out
those missions during a new kind of war. The
Coast Guard is vital to our Nation’s security,
and the American people are grateful to
stand behind your shield of freedom.

The Coast Guard is also the world’s pre-
mier lifesaving service, and the whole world
saw your skill and bravery during the hurri-
canes last year. They saw Coast Guard res-
cuers plunging from helicopters, lifting peo-
ple from rooftops, hoisting them to safety.
In all, more than 4,000 Coast Guard per-
sonnel came to the aid of their fellow Ameri-
cans and rescued more than 33,000 citizens.
One of those saved said this about her res-
cuers: “Theyre my guardian angels. I
couldn’t be here if it wasn’t for them.”

Countless others who lived through last
year’s hurricanes feel the same way. When
Americans were at their most desperate, they
looked to the skies for help, and they knew
their prayers were answered when they saw
those rescue choppers from the United
States Coast Guard. The Coast Guard per-
formed with courage and distinction, and
your response to Hurricane Katrina will go
down as one of the finest hours in the Coast
Guard’s 216-year history.

In all your work over the past 4 years, the
Coast Guard has benefited from a superb
leader in Admiral Tom Collins. Admiral Col-
lins assumed his duties as Commandant
shortly after September the 11th, 2001, and
has worked tirelessly to transform the Coast
Guard for this war on terror. Admiral Collins
has led the men and women of this service
with honor and respect and devotion to duty.
And he’s made recruitment and retention a
top priority. Thanks to his leadership, recruit-
ment is up, and the Coast Guard’s retention
rate is at its highest level since World War
1I.

Admiral Collins has a right to be proud
of all that he accomplished in his time as
Commandant. Now he has the right to take
some time off. [Laughter] Maybe even spend
a few afternoons at Fenway Park. [Laughter]
Today Admiral Collins will mark the end of
a distinguished 38-year career in the Coast
Guard. He retires with the admiration and
gratitude of the United States, and Laura and
I wish him and Nancy all the best in the next
chapter of their lives.
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In a few moments, Admiral Collins will
pass the duties of Commandant to an out-
standing successor in Admiral Thad Allen. I
came to know Admiral Allen well last Sep-
tember when he directed recovery efforts
after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. We sur-
veyed damage together. We sat one evening
on the deck of the USS Iwo Jima, talking
about how we could help the folks in that
region recover. He gave me regular updates
on what was taking place—an incredibly dev-
astated part of our country.

It didn’t take long to recognize his ability
or his integrity or his ability to lead. I knew
I could count on Admiral Allen to give me
candid judgment. I relied on his steady
nerves and his presence of mind in trying
conditions. I was impressed by his compas-
sion and his determination to help those who
had lost so much.

Admiral Allen brings his experience with
Hurricane Katrina to his new post, and he
brings much more. The Admiral is a graduate
of the Coast Guard Academy, where he was
a star football player—he still looks like he
could hold his own on the gridiron. [Laugh-
ter] He spent his life around the Coast Guard
officers and enlisted personnel. Admiral Al-
len’s father, Clyde, with us today, served in
the Coast Guard. That means Thad followed
in his father’s footsteps; I see nothing wrong
with that. [Laughter]

At every stage of his career, Admiral Allen
has inspired those around him with energy
and dedication to service. One of his former
colleagues likened Admiral Allen to the En-
ergizer bunny. [Laughter] Another said, “He
brings out the best in people, especially in
times of crisis.” I want to thank Admiral Allen
for his willingness to take on this incredibly
important responsibility, and I look forward
to calling him Commandant of the Coast
Guard.

One of Admiral Allen’s most important
tasks as Commandant will be to help ensure
the Federal Government is ready for the hur-
ricane season, which begins a week from
today. The Coast Guard performed hero-
ically during last year’s hurricanes, and other
agencies of our Government can look to you
for example.

We're determined to learn the lessons of
Katrina, and we’re doing everything possible
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to be prepared for the next storm. The De-
partment of Homeland Security has reviewed
emergency plans for all 50 States and Amer-
ica’s 75 largest cities. The Department is
working closely with communities to identify
any weaknesses in their plans and to find
ways to improve them now.

Secretary Chertoff has taken steps to re-
form FEMA, improve partnerships with the
Red Cross and the Department of Defense,
expand the amount of supplies the Federal
Government has on hand. We're also making
it clear that all able-bodied Americans should
have the resources necessary to sustain them-
selves for 48 to 72 hours after a disaster so
that emergency personnel can focus on sav-
ing those who cannot help themselves.

I appreciate the many dedicated Ameri-
cans who are working to prepare for this hur-
ricane season, and I'm confident that if dan-
ger arrives, whether from nature or man, the
United States Coast Guard will be ready.

The Coast Guard has always been ready
to defend our people and our freedom, and
I thank you for your dedicated service. Sem-
per Paratus.

And now, in recognition of your excep-
tional service during Hurricane Katrina, I
will present the Presidential Unit Citation to
the United States Coast Guard.

May God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. at Fort
Lesley J. McNair. In his remarks, he referred to
Capt. Wilbur C. Douglass III, USN, chaplain of
the Coast Guard. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on House of
Representatives Passage of Energy
Legislation

May 25, 2006

I applaud the House of Representatives
for passing the energy and water appropria-
tions bill. I am grateful for the House leader-
ship’s work on it. This bill marks a critical
first step toward realizing my American
Competitiveness Initiative, and it fully funds
my request for the Energy Department’s Of-
fice of Science. I appreciate the leadership
of Chairman Hobson and Chairman Lewis
in working to keep our economy the most
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competitive in the world. This bill also will
support my Advanced Energy Initiative and
help make America more secure and less de-
pendent on foreign sources of energy. I urge
the Senate to join the House in supporting
these important initiatives.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 5427.

Statement on the National Economy
May 25, 2006

America’s economy is on the fast track. To-
day’s revised report by the Commerce De-
partment indicates our economy grew at 5.3
percent for the first quarter of this year. That
is the fastest growth in 2'% years and another
clear sign that our economy is powerful, pro-
ductive, and prosperous. I commend Amer-
ica’s workers, small-business owners, and
innovators for contributing to this strong eco-
nomic growth. I will continue to work to pur-
sue progrowth policies, make the tax cuts
permanent, and restrain Government spend—
ing so that opportunity reaches every Amer-
ican neighborhood and every American fam-

ily.

Statement on the Department of
Justice’s Handling of Representative
William J. Jefferson’s Materials

May 25, 2006

Over the last several days, the House of
Representatives and the Department of Jus-
tice have attempted to resolve a dispute over
the execution of a search warrant on the Cap-
itol Hill office of Congressman William Jef-
ferson, who is under criminal investigation.

The Department of Justice’s search was
part of an important investigation of alleged
public corruption. At the same time, the bi-
partisan leadership of the House of Rep-
resentatives believes this search violated the
Constitutional principle of separation of pow-
ers and the Speech or Debate Clause of the
Constitution. They note these principles
must be adhered to, even in the pursuit of
a legitimate criminal investigation.

I recognize these are deeply held views.
Our Government has not faced such a di-
lemma in more than two centuries. Yet after



